
Introduced by Council Member Carter:

ORDINANCE 2013-121
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONs 780.403 (Additional homestead exemption authorized), and 780.404 (Annual Adjustment to household income), Chapter 780 (Property Tax), ORDINANCE CODE; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO PROVIDE a copy OF THIS Ordinance TO THE DUVAL COUNTY Property Appraiser’s Office; Requiring two-thirds vote of all members of the governing body to be effective; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 6(d), Florida Constitution, authorizes the State Legislature to enact a general law allowing local governments, for the purpose of their respective tax levies, to grant an additional homestead exemption; and


WHEREAS, said Constitutional Amendment provides that the additional homestead exemption equal to the assessed value of homesteaded property if the property has a just value less than $250,000 to an owner who has maintained permanent residency on the property for not less than 25 years, who has attained the age of 65, and whose household income does not exceed low income as defined by general law; and


WHEREAS, the State Legislature enacted Chapter 12-57, Laws of Florida, creating Section 196.075, Florida Statutes, implementing Article VII, Section 6(d), Florida Constitution, effective July 1, 2013; and


WHEREAS, the Council should provide for an additional homestead exemption within the provisions and limitations of Article VII, Section 6(d), Florida Constitution, Chapter 12-57, Laws of Florida, and Section 196.075, Florida Statutes; now, therefore,


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Amending Sections 780.403 (Additional homestead exemption authorized) and 780.404 (Annual adjustment to household income), Chapter 780 (Property Tax), Ordinance Code.  
Sections 780.403 (Additional homestead exemption authorized), and 780.404 (Annual Adjustment to Household income), Chapter 780 (Property Tax), Ordinance Code, are hereby amended to read as follows:
Sec. 780.403.  Additional homestead exemption authorized.
(a) Commencing January 1, 2000 and annually thereafter, 
pursuant to Article VII, Section 6(f), Florida Constitution and Section 196.075, Florida Statutes, an additional homestead exemption of $25,000 is hereby authorized for any person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the owner, who has attained the age of 65 and whose household income does not exceed $20,000 low income as defined by §196.075, Florida Statutes. 

(b) Commencing January 1, 2014 and annually thereafter, 
pursuant to Article VII, Section 6(d), Florida Constitution and Section 196.075, Florida Statutes, An additional homestead exemption is authorized equal to the assessed value of the property to any person who as the legal or equitable title to real estate with a just value less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and who has maintained thereon the permanent residence of the owner for not less than twenty-five years and who has attained age sixty-five and whose household income does not exceed the income limitation prescribed in §196.075, Florida Statutes.
Sect. 780.404.
Annual adjustment to household income. 
Beginning January 1, 2001, the $20,000 household income limitation shall be adjusted annually, on January 1, by the percentage change in the average cost-of-living index in the period January 1 through December 31 of the immediate prior year compared to the same period for the year prior to that. The index is the average of the monthly consumer-price-index figures for the stated 12-month period, relative to the United States as a whole, issued by the United States Department of Labor. Beginning January 1, 2001, the household income limitation shall be adjusted annually, on January 1, in accordance with §196.075, Florida Statutes.

Section 2.

Direction to Circulate. The City Council Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to provide a copy of this ordinance to the Duval County Property Appraiser’s office.

Section 3.

Two-Thirds Requirement for Passage of Ordinance. The Florida Statute authorizing the homestead exemption enacted herein shall require a two-thirds vote of all members of the governing body to be effective. 


Section 4.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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